
Happy New Year! It sounds 
sort of strange thinking of, 
and getting used to saying, 
“2019,” doesn’t it? The years 

seem to fly by, and it seems like only 
yesterday we were listening to Prince 
enthusiastically encouraging us to “party 
like it’s 1999!” Just weeks ago, we were 
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ and 
all the anticipation of the Advent season. 
With hardly a breath in between, we 
crossed the threshold of yet another new 
year, reflecting on the past one while wondering what this new one will bring: joy, sorrow, 
fear, adventure... likely some of each, I suppose, as most years do. 
 While I have certainly spent some time reflecting on the past year (or two!) and find 
value in those reflections, I know that my focus must now turn toward the coming years—
not just 2019, but 2020, 2021, and beyond. Where do I see Community of Christ in the 
future? Where does the GPNW Mission Center fit into that future? Where is God calling us 
to go, and who is God calling us to be?
 The organizational and operating structure of Community of Christ has changed dra-
matically over the last four years. Several “downsizings” and significant financial obliga-
tions have changed the way we “do business.” However, those facts have not changed our 
identity as a body of disciples passionate about peace, justice, and the mission of Jesus 
Christ. It has only altered the way we now must go about seeking and living out those pas-
sions and ideals. 
 At the heart of our desire to be disciples of, and in relationship with, Jesus Christ, we 
must ask the question: If the mission of Jesus Christ is what matters most for the journey 
ahead (Doctrine and Covenants 164:9), what must our priorities be in order to continue 
that journey? We must be prepared to ask, and answer, some difficult questions—questions 
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PLAN ON IT!
upcoming mission 
center events
(see page 11 for a listing of all camps & reunions)

JANUARY 2019
19-20—Caravan Huddle, Southridge

FEBRUARY 2019
2-3—Caravan Huddle, Salem
8-10—Young Adult Winter Retreat
16—Kitchen & Cabin Work Day, Samish Island
23—World Conference Workshop, Eugene

MARCH 2019
2—World Conference Workshop, Southridge
9-10—Caravan Auction, Eugene; Huddle, Albany
16—World Conference Workshop, Renton
16—Orphans Africa Dinner & Auction

APRIL 2019
5-13—World Conference, Independence, MO
15—Bold Moves Grant Applications Due
26-28—Arts Retreat, Samish Island
27-28—Caravan Auction & Huddle, Auburn
29-May 4—Work Week, Samish Island

MAY 2019
25-27—NW Singles Retreat, Lewis River

JUNE 2019
1-2—Caravan Huddle, Bend
8-13—Adult Reunion, Samish Island
22-30—Caravan Trip, Southern California
23-28—Family Reunion, Lewis River
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which may direct us toward unfamiliar or 
even uncomfortable realities, change, and 
new expressions of community and dis-
cipleship.
 As members and friends of Community 
of Christ, we face many challenges in our 
communities, places of work, schools and 
families, as well as in our congregations. 
We are not the only faith community strug-
gling with issues of diminishing member-
ship and attendance, aging active members, 
buildings that are too big and/or sit empty 
six days a week, finan-
cial difficulties, and 
more. As we face those 
struggles, let us not 
be afraid to ask those 
questions about how 
and why we gather 
together each week: 
Is this the best use of 
our resources? Are 
we truly meeting the 
needs of our body? Our 
neighborhood? Our community? Have we 
become more concerned with the format, 
structure, and tradition of our worship than 
with the mission of Jesus Christ? Friends, 
these questions are being asked and wres-
tled with throughout the Christian faith. 
If we are to not only survive as a faith but 
thrive, we absolutely must start imagining 
and exploring new ideas around how, when, 
where, and with whom we worship. 
 Where do we see hope rising in our 
mission center? I see hope in many differ-
ent areas, but I primarily see it when I visit 
your congregations, camps, reunions, and 
workshops. I see a body of people who do 
not always agree on form and structure, 
who struggle with financial issues and 
dwindling numbers, who wrestle with 
philosophical differences of opinion, and 
who have suffered broken relationships. 
Yet despite the struggles, difficulties, and 
brokenness, we continue to passionately 
embrace the mission of Jesus Christ in ways 
that bring reconciliation and hope to others. 
 As we prepare to walk into 2019 and 
all that it will bring, perhaps the follow-
ing prayer will offer words of encourage-
ment, peace, and hope. The author, Anita 
Mortimer (Tuality Congregation), shared 
this prayer of benediction and blessing at 
our 2018 Mission Center Conference, and 
she has graciously agreed to share it with us 

here. I am grateful for her words that speak 
to what is so frequently on my heart.

prayer of benediction & blessing
 Oh Divine Mystery!
 Today and every day, we praise you, 
and we worship you. We are in awe that 
out of nothing, you created not only each 
of us, but every person and every thing 
we encounter—and so much more that we 
can only, or perhaps that we cannot even, 
imagine. In these often contentious times, 

we are even more 
in awe that in all 
creation, there is 
no one, indeed 
no thing, that 
you choose not 
to wholeheart-
edly embrace 
and uncondition-
ally love. So at 
the close of our 
hectic day, we 

take a moment now to pause and breathe 
you more fully into ourselves. We take a 
full breath in... and we release a full breath 
out... and again. As we take a full breath 
in, we breathe you in, taking in love, and 
compassion, and mercy, and 
patience, and understand-
ing, and all that you are. As 
we breathe out, we let go 
of chaos, of anger, of hurt, 
of fear, of all that keeps us 
from more fully experienc-
ing life in you.
 God, today we came 
together, and in this way 
and in that way, we declared 
that we are the church—that 
we proclaim Jesus Christ 
and that we, on behalf of 
Jesus and in the name of 
Jesus, serve the world. How 
brazen! How bold a claim! Today, in the 
safety and comfort of this space, we have 
done some of the easy part of being who 
and what we claim to be. The work of orga-
nizing, and budgeting for, and resolving to 
carry out the business of the church is vital. 
But never let us forget, God, that it is the 
easy part. Now, we seek your blessing for 
the hard parts.
 We try, God, to listen to your still 
small voice. Help us keep our ears open to 

the voices of the oppressed, to the cries of 
the distressed, to the stifled screams of the 
repressed, to sobs hidden in laughter, to the 
unspoken cry for help.
 We use our brains all the time, God, 
but bless us so that we will use them to 
think of creative solutions to seemingly im-
possible problems and to understand things 
that seem foreign, and incomprehensible, 
and sometimes even wrong to us.
 Our eyes easily see the beauty of your 
creation, God, but help us not look past the 
hurt, the hardship, and the unpleasant. Help 
us use them to search what we see as unac-
ceptable or offensive until we find whatev-
er is there of you, and keep our eyes open 
to how we can magnify you in all things.
 We raise our voices in praise. Please 
push us, God, to raise them against in-
justice, to speak for those who cannot be 
heard unless we join their chorus. And 
please, God, remind us to use them always 
to speak kindness and truth.
 We lift our arms or fold our hands in 
prayer. Remind us to reach out, to of-
fer healing touch, gentile comfort, and a 
hand up. Remind us that our arms are long 
enough to embrace not only those like us, 
but those most different as well.

      And God, here, now, some of 
us stand in our worship. Push us 
to move our feet, and our legs, and 
our walkers, and our wheelchairs 
toward the need in the world. 
Help us walk the difficult paths, 
the many miles, the uphill climbs, 
and the rocky roads that will take 
us where the need is greatest, the 
hunger most profound, the thirst 
parching, but also to the heights we 
never imagined we could reach.
 And God, when we think we 
can’t—when we think the work is 
too hard, or the risk is too great, or 
the person is just too obnoxious, 

or the sadness too overwhelming—please 
remind us to remember Jesus, who came to 
live with us, to live as us, and who showed 
us not only that what you ask of us can be 
done, but showed us how. 
 All loving God, you love us. Help us 
love all.
 In the name of Jesus, who walks with 
us, amen.

Ref: Prince. 1999. Warner Bros. Records, 1982. CD.

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by June 1, 2019.
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world conference 2019 is 
coming soon!
by Pam Cress, Adult Formation Specialist

All are invited to come 
and share as the Greater 
Pacifi c Northwest Mis-
sion Center supports 

three workshops for preparation 
and prayerful discernment for the 
upcoming World Conference! Your 
voice and prayers are welcome!
 While all elected delegates are 
expected to attend, everyone who 
journeys as a disciple in Community 
of Christ is encouraged to come and 
share in worship, conversation, and 
prayer as we gather.
 Choose the free 
one-day event with 
the date and location 
that best fi ts your 
schedule! Here are 
the opportunities:
• Saturday, 

February 23: 
Eugene

• Saturday, March 
2: Southridge

• Saturday, March 
16: Renton

 The workshops will include op-
portunities for worship and facili-
tated exploration and conversation 
on the legislation before the church. 
The proposed legislative items are 
listed with background and support 
materials for each item on the Com-
munity of Christ World Conference 
webpage, www.cofchrist.org/2019-
world-conference. Items included:

• A-4: Priesthood Release for 
Cause

• C-2: Standing Rules of the 2019 
World Conference

• C-5: Dates for Future World 
Conferences

• D-3: World Church Budget and 
Audit Processes

• G-1: Nonviolence
• G-2: Domestic and Family 

Violence
 The process of Common Con-
sent will be used for the preliminary 

consideration 
for G-1: Non-
violence, before 
fi nal consid-
eration using 
parliamentary 
procedure dur-
ing the World 
Conference. 
Additionally, 
there will be 
opportunity for 
delegates to 

off er comments, ask questions, and 
provide feedback to the First Presi-
dency on “Guidelines for Serving 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.”
 Make your plans now to partici-
pate in one of these opportunities. 
Details and registration information 
will be available soon in the News-
Briefs and other announcements. 
Your early RSVP will allow time for 
prepare adequate seating and materi-
als. Come and share!
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2018 gpnw women’s retreat by Kim Naten
 In late September 2018, 36 women from through-
out the mission center gathered at Samish Island 
Campground for a weekend of fellowship. (See photo, 
page 1.) The theme for the weekend was, “Come As 
You Are,” and we certainly did! Our class discussion 
focused on creating sacred community, and our time 
together worshiping, singing, being silly around the 
campfire, rock painting, bath-salt-making, eating, and 
just visiting provided a solid foundation for the loving 
community experienced throughout the weekend. Stay 
tuned for the 2019 GPNW Women’s Retreat dates and 
location, and plan to be part of this joyful experience!

new partnership by Dan Jackson
 Southridge Congregation recently developed a rela-
tionship with members of Chuuk Community Church, a 
native Micronesia Island group. The 50-member church 
is leasing Southridge’s facilities to hold their own ser-
vices but are also finding ways to worship and work on 
outreach projects together.
 Lots of children and singing are what you see at 
their services. We recently invited them to a potluck and 
received an added blessing when we were entertained 
by some enthusiastic young singers, who sang some 
hymns in both English and in their native language. 
(See photo, above.) 
 We look forward to continuing to get to know our 
new Chuuk Community Church family.

GPNW AT EMO 
AWARDS by Kim Naten

Valerie Walker, pastor of Portland 
Congregation, presented an award at the 
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon annual 
awards banquet in May 2018. Community of 
Christ was well represented and is making a 
difference in peoples’ lives through this great 
organization!



4
Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by June 1, 2019.

As I write this, I am actually 
beginning to bring my service 
as Mission Center Financial Of-
ficer to a close and will, in fact, 

have completed my tenure by the time this 
appears on your computer screens and in 
your mailboxes. I have been richly blessed 
by the opportunity to serve in this way and 
certainly thank all of you who have been so 
supportive and wonderful on this journey. I 
would be greatly remiss if I did not, how-
ever, express my special gratitude to all of 
our congregational financial officers, event 
directors, Mission Center Council and staff, 
and the Mission Center Leadership Team. 
You are all wonderfully dedicated disciples 
who often work quietly behind the scenes to 
make us such a successful body. It has been 
a huge help and a great comfort to know that 
so much of the welfare of this large commu-
nity is in your hands.
 I am especially indebted to two people 
for their constant support and guidance on 
this journey. Jill Brunette handles tasks in 
so many areas with the greatest of efficiency 
and care—because she cares. I will be for-
ever indebted to her for making the regular 
and unexpected tasks seem routine and even 
enjoyable. She is a true blessing for all of 
us! It has also been a wonderful experience 
to work with our own “MCFO Emeritus,” 
Bill McFarlin. He has so openly shared his 
wisdom, insight, expertise, and understand-
ing as we have looked at so many issues and 
situations, and I have totally benefitted from 
his guidance and companionship.
 And now, it is possible to add my grati-
tude to Donald Welch, our new MCFO, and 
again express the hope that all of the trust 
and support you have provided for me these 
past two-plus years will be fully extended 
to him. It will be my pleasure to work with 
Donald for a couple of more months as he 
transitions into this very large and complex 
position.

2018 conference business
 I also want to reflect on the business 
that was before the 2018 Conference and a 
few items that will be with us as we navigate 
this new year. 
 The budget for 2019 was passed 
unanimously. It called for an overall two 

percent increase, an increase of two percent 
in congregational allocations, the funding of 
a full-time financial officer, the reduction of 
the Communications Administrator position 
to half time, the reduction of funding for 
Bold Moves Grants to $7,500, and a smaller 
draw on our investment holdings. 
 Two Alaska resolutions were also 
passed by the conference: one combines 
three similar purposed funds into one, and 
the second replenished the Alaska Travel 
Fund, which assists Alaskans in travel to 
mission center and World Church events. 

coming up in 2019 
 The closing of real estate sales of for-
mer church properties in Woodburn, Oregon 
and Selah, Washington have provided finan-
cial benefits to the mission center, Yakima 
Valley Congregation, and the World Church 
Bridge of Hope Fund. 
 As we look at the year ahead, I am 
encouraged by the willingness of individu-
als to share their generosity with the mis-
sion center through their normal envelope 
or e-Titihng contributions. For those who 
participate in e-Tithing, there are many 
new options available to you, including the 
mission center and each of its campgrounds. 
I would also encourage congregations to 
look at the possibility of providing funds for 
the mission center through congregational 
generosity. 

the spirit of zion
 The evolution of our understanding 
of stewardship principles emphasizes the 
need to see our generosity efforts as part of 
a much bigger picture; what we do impacts 
far more than our own local congregation. 
Over the last several years, we have seen 
that expressed missionally in many settings 
throughout the Greater Pacific Northwest. 
 “Sharing for the common good is the 
spirit of Zion” (Doctrine and Covenants 
165:2f). We are more fully understanding 
and living that concept and experiencing 
that wonderful spirit as we look at where we 
have been and glimpse a little of what is to 
come. May we sense that “spirit of Zion” in 
new and surprising ways in this coming year 
as we discover those paths that God calls us 
to journey.

MCFO REFLECTIONS 
by Steve Pomeroy, Assocate Mission Center Financial Officer

new mcfo
by Kim Naten, Mission Center President

Steve Pomeroy and I are pleased 
to welcome Donald Welch as 
our new GPNW Mission Center 

Financial Officer (MCFO), effective 
January 1, 2019. We are truly blessed to 
have someone of Donald’s ministerial 
training, experience, and integrity assum-
ing the duties of this important position in 
the life of the church in Alaska, Oregon, 
and Washington. We are excited to wel-
come him and begin this transition.

message from donald welch
 I’m very excited to embrace the chal-
lenge of serving you all as your Mission 
Center Financial Officer.
 Boy it is good to be back! I am an 
Oregon boy, born and raised. My wife, 
Carrie (Garwood) Welch, was also born 
in Oregon. We have been married for 13 
years and have two children: Jayne, 20, 
and Samantha, 13.
 I left Oregon when I first felt the 
call to serve the church in 1998: in 
Anchorage, Alaska for five years, then 
in Mesa, Arizona for seven years, and 
finally in Council Bluffs, Iowa for the 
past eight years. I’ve had many job titles 
for the church—youth pastor, church 
planter, mission center missionary coor-
dinator, and pastor—but after 20 years, I 
could not resist the urge to come home. 
Our family moved to Salem, Oregon in 
August, and we were pleased to see this 
position open the following month.
 I look forward to learning from you 
all. Steve Pomeroy has much to teach 
me, and I’m grateful for his assistance. 
Likewise, I will be interested in what you 
have to teach me. Please feel free to con-
tact me (dwelch@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 712-
310-0718). May Christ’s Peace abide.

donald welch, new gpnw mcfo
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sharing survival skills by Jean Weaver
 Ken Cardwell is an unassuming member of 
Redmond Congregation who quietly goes about doing 
good in our community. He is on the board of a local 
ecumenical service group called Jericho Road and a 
personal advocate for the homeless, regularly visiting 
them. Perhaps a few saw an Oregonian article about the 
homeless in Central Oregon last fall in which Ken was 
interviewed and took the reporter into their camps. 
 Ken also has many other talents and skills. Among 
other things, he is an expert bicycle repair person, 
skilled wood carver, knife maker, ax thrower, bird 
caller, lanyard maker, fire starter, and all around out-
doorsman. He recently took Jim Montoya and Rusty 
Johnson out into the woods where he has a teepee. He 
taught them how to cook a steak on a rock and other 
survival skills. He then presented Jim and Rusty each 
with their own personal survival kit. (See photo above.)

house blessing 
by Jean Weaver
 Clint and Naomi Jacks (far left) led a house bless-
ing ceremony for Linda and Duncan McGeary of 

Redmond Congregation. It included 
elements and readings from the Native 
American culture, with Linda closing by 
playing two songs on one of her many 
wooden flutes.
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discipleship now certificates
by Pam Cress, Adult Formation Specialist

OOur recent fall Mission 
Center Conference 
included a time of recog-
nition and celebration! 

The first Greater Pacific Northwest 
Mission Center (GPNW) cohort of 
Discipleship NOW completed the 
goals of study and of practicum! 
Fifteen students from across the mis-
sion center completed two years of 
studies and a final year of practical 
application. Each student developed 
and submitted a written plan for a 
project that would engage one or all 
five of the Mission Initiatives. Those 
projects have been finished and the 
summary reports submitted this past 
year. 
 The following 
students completed all 
of the requirements of 
the certificate program 
and were recognized 
and honored at our 
conference gather-
ing: Jo Anthony, 
Stacie Simmons 
Bates, Ann Brandt, 
Roberta LaHue 
Brown, Bev Burk, 
Laura Eastham, 
Vanessa Grace, 
Darlene Hudlow, 
Dan Jackson, Janelle Jegglie, 
Jarom Mills, Rachel Mills, Karolyn 
Sharp, Christie Skoorsmith, and 
Sandy Slover. Their projects were 
as diverse as the ministry and gifts 
that each brought to the experience. 
They touched the lives of children 
and adults with everything from 
garden projects to adult learning and 
education projects. As the Mission 
Initiatives were purposefully engaged 
in creative ministry, people were 
listened to, fed, taught, encouraged, 
invited, affirmed, and equipped in 
many ways and encounters. 
 Each student and mentor received 
the final materials for all student proj-
ects. Many of these projects could 
provide the foundation for a congre-
gation or ministry group to move out 
in new ways of ministry. Seek out a 
student and ask about their experi-

ence of learning, change, and growth, 
or their suggestions to consult with 
fellow students! 
 Beyond the skill and experience 
of knowledgeable instructors, the 
cohort was blessed with faithful sup-
portive ministry from six mentors: 
Judy Luffman, Susan Oxley, Dave 
Polly, Kathy Sharp, Susan Webber 
and Tom Webber. These mentors 
attended classes with the students and 
offered support and encouragement 
in the practicum year. This was very 
important ministry and presence on 
the long journey of exploration.
 The generous hospitality of 
Portland Congregation that pro-

vided classroom and 
childcare space for every 
class-gathering weekend 
was a tremendous bless-
ing. Gratitude also goes 
to many families in the 
Portland area who hosted 
students overnight, sav-
ing lodging costs. The 
wisdom and vision, as 
well as the generosity, 
of the GPNW provided 
$10,000 for Discipleship 
NOW in 2015. Now with 
the graduation of the 
first cohort, about $8,000 

remains to provide for this opportu-
nity to continue into the future. This 
abundance would not have been pos-
sible without the students’ diligent 
contributions, as well as the generosi-
ty and hospitality offered by so many. 
Thank you!
 It is the intention of the 
GPNW Leadership Team to work 
toward opening a second cohort of 
Discipleship NOW later in 2019. 
Watch for announcements of the 
application to participate coming 
soon. This possibility might 
meet the call to grow in your 
life or for someone in your 
congregation! For now, let 
us celebrate the accomplish-
ments of Cohort One!
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veterans day honors by Melissa Fery
 Mark and Clara Simonsen (Cottage Grove 
Congregation) and their cousin, Stephanie Wigle 
(Eugene Congregation), make up a third of the 
nine-member concert band at Crow High School. An 
anonymous veteran nominated the band to perform in 
the Veterans Day Parade of Heroes in Washington, DC. 
Crow was the only Oregon band invited to participate 
this year. 
 Mark, Clara, Stephanie, and their bandmates 
performed “God Bless America” at the Washington 
Monument, along with 300 musicians from across the 
country, on November 11, 2018, Veterans Day. Clara 
shared that a memorable part of the day was visiting 
the Iwo Jima U.S. Marine Corps Memorial, where their 
small ensemble played a piece specifically arranged for 
the occasion by their band director. 
 The experience was “honoring and nerve rack-
ing” says Mark, who also played “Taps,” solo, during 
ceremonies for three different memorials including 
Korean and Vietnam. Mark, Clara, and Stephanie had a 
great experience and also got to take in some sites like 
the Capitol Building and the Smithsonian museums 
of Natural History and American History. (See photo, 
above.)

tangible ministry by Susan Gregory
       On Sunday, August 26, 2018, our wor-
ship at Bend Congregation was focused on 
providing ministry in tangible ways to our 
community. After a short and casual wor-
ship, we stuffed 10 backpacks with back-
to-school supplies and loaded up boxes of 
non-perishable food to donate. We had a 
first-time visitor join us, who seemed to 
really enjoy it! (See photo, left.)

congregational life
 moments in2

children’s garden project at 
albany by discipleship now 

participant sandy slover
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Our 2018 Greater Pacific North-
west USA Mission Center 
Conference was held November 
3-4, in Portland, Oregon. In at-

tendance were 151 delegates and alternates 
representing 32 congregations and small 
groups, as well as many more non-delegate 
members and friends. Our theme for the 
weekend, “When God Dreams,” was 
extracted from President Steve Veazey’s 
message to the church last April (“Hope 
Rising,” Herald House, May/June 2018), 
and each service during the weekend 
focused on different aspects of what he 
imagines God might dream for His people. 
Our guest ministers for the weekend were 
Counselor to the Presiding Bishop Michele 
McGrath and Field Support Minister Bill 
McFarlin.

invitation to experi-
ence god’s love
 Conference opened 
with colorful flags, bag-
pipes, and drums, and a 
distinct note of celebra-
tion and anticipation. 
Flags representing all 
32 congregations and 
small groups in the mission center were 
carried in one-by-one as their names were 
announced, and it provided a beautiful 
visual image of how large and widespread 
our mission center truly is. 
 Our opening worship focused our 
thoughts on “Invitation to Experience 
God’s Love.” Deborah Towner presided 
and led the congregation through a beauti-
ful spiritual practice of sharing our dreams 
in a visual way, which set the tone both for 
our worship together, as well as our entire 
Conference. (See article, page 7.)

spiritually formed in gospel community
 As we moved into our orientation ses-
sion, the 2019 budget was presented along 
with the Mission Center Financial Officer’s 
Report and other financial reports. (See 
article, page 4.) Two resolutions regarding 
the Alaska Travel Fund were presented. 
(All reports and financial documents are 
available on the mission center website 
at www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/conference.) 
Delegates had an opportunity to review the 
proposed budget, ask questions, and re-
quest clarification on the reports presented. 

united in spirit and mission
 Following lunch, during which various 
priesthood groups gathered and shared 
together, the conference gathered for the 
afternoon business meeting. Highlights of 
this meeting included:
• Recognition of new and outgoing self-

sustaining staff and volunteers;
• Special recognition and big thank 

you’s were presented to Karen Beck-
man Householder, our Mission Center 
Communications Administrator, and to 
Steve Pomeroy, our retiring Mission 
Center Financial Officer. 
 º Karen has served as our Commu-

nications Administrator for almost 
11 years and brought a level of 
professionalism and expertise that 

few mission 
centers enjoy. 
Karen is reduc-
ing her role 
to half-time 
beginning in 
January. While 
some aspects 
of her role will 
change, we 
will continue 

to be blessed by her oversight and 
coordination of all official com-
munications within and outside the 
mission center. 

 º After extending his status as 
“Interim” Mission Center Finan-
cial Officer by one year, Steve 
Pomeroy is retiring—for real this 
time! We have been extraordinarily 
blessed by Steve’s generosity, 
not only in taking on the role of 
MCFO in June 2016, but also as he 
extended that 18-month commit-
ment by one additional year. We 
are all indebted to Steve for his ex-
ample of discipleship and generos-
ity not only over the past two and 
a half years, but for many, many 
years as a minister, staff pastor, 
and beloved colleague and friend. 

• Sustaining of mission center officers, 
Mission Center Council, and the Youth 
Camping Team.

• The 2019 Operating and Missional 
Budget for the mission center was ap-
proved. 

• Two resolutions regarding the Alaska 

Travel Fund were approved. 
• 81 Delegates to World Conference, to 

be held in April 2019, were elected, 
along with approximately 20 alter-
nates. 

• Certificates of Completion were pre-
sented to the 15 graduates of Disciple-
ship NOW. (See story, page 5.)

•  Three World Church priesthood calls 
were presented to the conference for 
sustaining:
 º To the office of Evangelist: Glen 

Fishel, Samish Congregation
 º To the office of High Priest: Mary 

Richardson, University Place 
Congregation, and Deborah 
Towner, Crystal Springs Congre-
gation. 

 º Testimonies and affirmations of 
support for each candidate were 
given by numerous people, and 
each call was unanimously sus-
tained.

enlighten the eyes of our hearts
 Sunday morning, pastors and mission 
center staff (which includes support minis-
ters and Mission Center Council) attended 
a breakfast highlighting opportunities and 
efforts to expand our missional impact, 
both in our congregations and our commu-
nities. Michele McGrath shared humorous 
and encouraging words of affirmation for 
the hard work our pastors undertake. 

shape us in the image of christ
 Following an inspirational message 
from Bill McFarlin on Sunday morning, 
Mary Richardson was ordained to the of-
fice of High Priest, Deborah Towner was 
ordained to the office of High Priest, and 
Glen Fishel was ordained to the office of 
Evangelist.

when god dreams
 Our worship continued with the Com-
munion service, during which Michele 
McGrath brought a powerful message 
of hope for our future. Woven throughout 
this worship were short vignettes depicting 
God’s dreams for Community of Christ and 
his children throughout the world. We were 
sent forth with a roll call of congregations 
and blessing challenging us to become the 
people God dreams for us to be.

2018 mc conference highlights
by Kim Naten, Mission Center President, and Steve Pomeroy, Mission Center Financial Officer



left: dane mahi is 
ordained to priest on 
december 9, 2018
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mike 
schmidt is 
ordained to high 
priest by mary richardson, 
assisted by stan corrington

1-11ordinations
Tamara Benedict to Priest—
Eugene (See photo at right, top.)
Roschell Farnsworth to Priest—
Bend
Glen Fishel to Evangelist—
Samish (See photo at right, middle.)
Diane Irish to Priest —University 
Place (See photo at right, bottom.)
Dane Mahi to Priest—Tuality
Mary Richardson to High Priest 
—University Place
Daniel Rose to Elder—Portland
Ty Sahlberg to Deacon—Bend
Brody Sargent to Priest—
Cowlitz Valley
Mike Schmidt to Priest—Univ.  
Place (See photo above.)
Deborah Towner to High 
Priest—Crystal Springs

ordinations
 mission center11

Ididn’t know when I hauled the 
starburst boards home from 
Mission Center Conference 
what blessings they would 

become to me. I propped them in my 
entry hall, where I passed by them 
multiple times every day. I would 
often pause and read a few stars and 
spend a few quiet moments reflect-
ing on the words, searching for the 
depth of the author’s 
dream and sensing the 
sacred. Occasionally 
there would be a star 
that would give me 
pause—a star that I 
would have to touch. 
The dream would 
draw me in. I would 
take it off the board 
and hold it close. 
My days have been 
sprinkled with your dreams. I have 
yearned with you, I have wept with 
you, and I have attempted to fully 
understand and join in all of your 
dreams. Your dreams have been a 
blessing to me, as they will be to the 
mission center, and I thank you.
 Some of the words on the stars 
seemed to come easily... and they 
came repeatedly, like a star burst-
ing and falling to the ground in a 
million pieces. They are not new 
words or new concepts: peace, joy, 
love, hope, justice, the worth of all 
persons. We know these words well. 
We have chanted these words over 
the decades and across generations 
present and past. They are embed-
ded in our Enduring Principles and 
our Mission Initiatives. We know the 
words. We say the words. We sing 
the words. But when we dream...
 When we dream God’s love is 
made manifest in all of us. In all of 
creation. We journey into actually 

becoming who we say we are… 
 A people with prophetic imagi-
nation… risk takers with a sense 
of urgency… fully awake and fully 
active… courageously proclaiming 
the broad love of God.
 A people who live in selfless ser-
vice… joyful… generous… vibrant… 
approaching always from the posi-
tive… involved across diverse com-

munities. There is an 
epidemic of kindness and 
abundance simply is.
 Every life is lived 
out fully… all gifts are 
brought to light… we 
are woven together in 
strength… and creation 
sings a new song.
 We live in loving 
relationships… compas-
sionate… listening… 

open minded… resilient. We are one 
in our diversity… safety, acceptance 
and love abound for all.
 All of creation is made whole… 
children rush through our doors 
shouting the name of the creator… 
youth clamor for dialogue seeking 
truth… and old people share their 
wisdom. Peace, God’s Shalom, is 
in all and through all… The Truth 
of God is Revealed… and We 
Encounter the Holy One.

WHEN GOD DREAMS
by Deborah Cothern Towner, Crystal Springs Congregation

During a spiritual practice in the opening worship of the 2018 GPNW 
Mission Center Conference, the body received paper stars and were asked 
to write on them what we imagine God dreams about. Those stars were then 
compiled visually in starbursts on three large boards. Following is a loose 
compilation of some of the responses written on those stars.

left: mary richardson is ordained to 
high priest on november 4, 2018

left: deborah towner  is ordained to high 
priest on november 4, 2018
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Bold Moves Grants have been a 
key tool for the expansion of 
mission endeavors for GPNW 
congregations, groups, and 

individuals since 2009. A total of 47 
grants, totaling more than $130,000, 
have been awarded in that nine-year 
period. Bold Moves has touched lives in 
all parts of our mission center and made 
a positive difference in the life of many 
of our congregations and communities.
 Since being reinstated after the 2016 
suspension, there has been a marked 
slowing of activity through this initia-
tive. Only three applications have been 
received in all of 2017 and 2018 com-
bined. This slowing of requests led to the 
available funds being reduced to $7,500 
in the 2019 budget. The opportunity to 
use a Bold Moves Grant to expand or 
begin efforts of mission has not been 
reduced, however. Over the years, the 
effort has been made to emphasize the 
element of invitation sharing along with 
the doing of wonderful good works.
 As we begin a new year, now is a 
good time to look at those opportunities 
that might be right in your midst, those 
chances to partner with others, to discov-
er new directions in your own communi-
ties. The next Bold Moves Grants appli-
cation deadline is April 15. Guidelines 
and application information are available 
on the mission center website (www.
cofchrist-gpnw.org/boldmoves) or by 
contacting Steve Pomeroy (spomeroy@
cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-457-0739). 
Look at Bold Moves as you plan for your 
congregation’s future.

is there a bold 
move in your 
plans?
by Steve Pomeroy, Bold Moves Chairperson

A few months ago, I read on 
Facebook about a group that 
painted rocks and left them 
around town for others to find. 

Aha! I was going to paint rocks in memory 
of Blue and put the National Suicide Hotline 
phone number on the back. I looked up web 
pages of other rock painters and got a lot 
of ideas and tips. I found clipart pictures of 
ideas and set out to paint, only to discover 
that with gout, arthritis, and fused finger 
joints, I was very clumsy. I began to paint 
strawberry rocks and simple designs. Over 
time, I have been 
able to copy pic-
tures and make my 
rocks presentable.
 I set out to 
paint 200 rocks, 
and as I neared 
that number I 
began to doubt 
myself and 
wondered if I 
was becoming 
obsessed with my 
own creativity. As 
I was meditating 
one Sunday morning, the Spirit came to me 
and said it was not my project. It was God’s 
project. And the name of this project was, 
“And Even the Rocks Will Cry Out” (Luke 
90:14). I asked others to paint with me, and 
we had a wonderful time painting and visit-
ing together. People donated supplies and 
paints.
 Each rock has the National Suicide 
Hotline phone and text numbers on it. Many 
also include the anti-suicide phrase, “and 
your story goes on.” I prayed over the rocks 
that the person who found it and needed 
that phone number would have it. We also 
prayed that we would save just one person 
and prevent a family from this journey of 
losing a member to suicide. 

 In the 18 months around Blue’s sui-
cide, we lost his best friend, his father, and 
my nephew. Suicide is an epidemic, and 
for every completed suicide there are 25 
attempts. Children as young as eight years 
old are taking their lives. Those that suicide 
are hurting and suffering, and they seek 
peace in the only way they can see for relief. 
Jesus Christ picks each one up and wel-
comes them home into heaven, where they 
find peace and love. But the families left 
behind are lost and full of questions and are 
never the same. I have prayed that God use 

me in preventing 
others from this 
loss. And He has 
answered.
 On 
Friday, July 
20, 2018, a few 
friends and I put 
rocks at the grade 
school my chil-
dren attended and 
at the Salvation 
Army family 
resource center 
and lodge where 

I had volunteered. Then we moved on to 
Aumsville, where we left rocks near a home 
in which I had lived and in nearby parks. We 
went to Cascade High School, where Blue 
attended, and left rocks there. I passed rocks 
out at church the following Sunday, to those 
who visited my home, and I took a box of 
rocks to our doctor’s office. Others have 
asked for rocks to place where they choose. 
 I am still painting rocks and will ask 
others to continue to paint. I posted online 
about this project, and the response has been 
overwhelming—others are painting now, 
too. One painter is putting the Domestic 
Violence Hotline number on her rocks.
 God’s project is growing. And even the 
rocks will cry out.

AND EVEN THE ROCKS WILL 
CRY OUT
by Adrienne Lucey, Salem Congregation

July 20, 2018 was the 18th anniversary of my son, Charles “Blue,” passing by suicide. I try 
to remember the day each year in quiet ways and in memories that I share with others. Last 
year, I invited friends to lunch, and we all enjoyed the day. I do not ask that it be a sad day, 
but a day of friendship. 

adrienne lucey placing painted rocks
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eugene honors pianists by Vivian Nash
 On November 4, 2018, All Saints Day, Eugene 
Congregation recognized the dedication of our key-
boardists both present and past. I think we all agree how 
very valuable music is to our worship experience!
 Judy Dempsey, Marne Benedict, Pat Bonney, 
Carol Sinclair, and Betty Steinberg are our longest 
serving pia-
nists who have 
been providing 
this ministry 
in Eugene for 25 to 42 years—a huge commitment! 
Sheyne Benedict, Tamara Benedict, and Bob Brew all 
serve when possible. We have always had a dedicated 
group of talented people who have served the congrega-
tion well. They have, of course, contributed in so many 
other ways besides!
 Thank you to each and every one of these musi-
cians. They have faithfully given of time and talent in 
Eugene Congregation over the years. We are blessed!

promotion celebration by Mary Richardson
 Karla Richardson, daughter of Terry and Mary 
Richardson of University Place Congregation, 
was promoted to Captain at SkyWest Airlines. (See 
photo, above.) SkyWest contracts with Alaska, Delta, 
United, and American airlines. Karla graduated from 
Central Washington University with a degree in 
Aviation Technology. After graduation, she worked 
for three years as a flight instructor before being hired 
at SkyWest as a First Officer with her home base at 
SeaTac. Karla’s base now is O’Hare International 
Airport in Chicago. 

honors & acheivements
 moments of2

karla 
richardson is 
promoted to captain 
at skywest airlines

The power of invitation 
through social media was 
made real in October when 
Eugene Congregation held 

its seconnd annual “Trunk or Treat” 
event in conjunction with its Harvest 
party and dinner. Rain or shine, the 
community showed up to this free 
event to experience family fun. It be-
gan in our newly-refinished parking 
lot, where they were able to trick-or-
treat in a safe environment and en-
couraged to come inside for dinner, 
games, prizes, and fellowship. 
 The response to the event, due 
in part to our 
congregational 
Facebook page, 
was amazing. 
Here’s what we 
did on Facebook:

two to three 
weeks 
before event
• Create event 

on Facebook 
page. (Include important details, 
and include a photo/graphic.)

• Promote your event through paid 
advertising on Facebook. Add 
directions and select demograph-
ics.

• Invite Facebook “Friends” and 
“Followers” on your page. Have 
them share the event on their 
page.

• Build anticipation by asking a 
question or starting a discussion. 
(“What is your costume this 
year? Please share in the com-
ments.”)

week of event
• When people tag “Friends” for 

the event, invite that person to 
the event. They can accept or 
decline.

• Generate excitement by sharing 
photos of preparations or speak-
ers for the event. (“We are so 
excited to share this sneak peak 
of...” Come meet some of our 
honored guests...”)

• Respond quickly to questions or 
comments.

day of event
• Respond to comments.
• Write a post or share a “feeling” 

emoji within your Event about 
any last-minute details/changes.

• Be in the moment. 
• Introduce yourself, especially if 

you recognize people who wrote 
comments/questions on your 
posts.

• Take photos of the event. Be 
mindful of young children and 
others who may not want photos 
taken, and be sure to get permis-
sion before posting any photos 

online.
• Have peo-
ple “Check-
in” to your 
event or do a 
live video of 
the event.

after event
• Follow up 
with a Poll 

(Facebook 
event option) to get feedback 
about how the event went. In-
clude one or two questions and a 
graphic/image.

• Invite them to “Follow” your 
Facebook page. This allows 
them to see other events and 
information posted. They can 
accept or decline.

• Write a final post in the event 
thanking everyone for their sup-
port and attendance.

• Once Poll results are in, reply 
to anyone who left comments—
good or bad. Remain positive in 
response to any negative feedback. 

 A big thank you to our social 
team, Carron Grubb, Tara Wigle, 
Theresa Barker and Kip Canaday, 
together with their families, and to 
Troy Barnhart, Pudge and Karen 
Barnhart, Sean Langdon, Tamara 
Benedict, Nick and Kristina Kraaz, 
Korbin Canaday, Dorthey Bing-
ham, Meagan Fulbright and others 
who made the event possible.
 Editor’s note: Read about World 
Church social media policies at 
www.cofchrist.org/communications.

the power of invitation
by Elaine Canaday, Eugene Congregation

participants at eugene trunk or treat event
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moments of 9

jack
and janet 

gorrecht celebrate their 
65th wedding anniversary

special events

left, top: evelyn 
christensen is blessed 
by joyce clark and rick 
naten on june 24, 2018

left, bottom: william 
harris is blessed by netta 

and lowell groat on july 
29, 2018

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by June 1, 2019.

Caravan 2019 is getting ready 
to kick off its new year with 
our planned huddles, enthusi-
astic staff, energetic group of 

youth, exciting destination, and terrific 
theme for our year’s program and min-
istry. 
 The focus of our huddle worship 
and program theme will be on our five 
Mission Initiatives. Our theme for the 
year will be, “Mission: It’s Possible!” 
In true Caravan style, we will perform a 
fun and lighthearted program that people 
of all ages can laugh along with and 
enjoy. Just as it’s been in years past, the 
program will be written, directed, and 
performed entirely by Caravan staff and 
youth themselves. We will perform dress 
rehearsals at all of the huddles before we 
take our trip, so if we’re coming to your 
congregation or one near you, we invite 
you to come and share in fellowship with 
us. Our schedule is as follows:
• January 19-20: Southridge
• February 2-3: Salem
• March 9: Eugene 

(dinner and auc-
tion) and March 10: 
Albany (program)

• April 27-28: Auburn 
(auction and pro-
gram)

• June 1-2: Bend
• June 22-30: Trip to 

Southern California
 The cost of Caravan is $375, or $75 
per huddle. All meals and entertainment 
are provided while on the trip and dur-
ing the huddles, though you may want to 
bring a little bit of spending money. 
 Our final destination will be Laguna 
Beach, California! We will get rid of 
our rain umbrellas and grab our beach 
umbrellas. Along the way, we will per-
form our program for congregations, 
as well as perform some community 
service projects. But we will also find 
the time to have some fun, too. Some of 
our planned activities will be a day trip 
to the Knotts Berry Farm theme park, a 
tour of the Jelly Belly factory, (Buttered 
Popcorn is my favorite flavor!), and a 
day trip to Pier 39 in San Francisco. We 
might even have time to hit a beach or 

two, or even stand in awe of the mighty 
redwood forest on our way back home. 
 But Caravan isn’t just about the 
huddles or the trip... it’s the people that 
participate that make Caravan a truly 
unique and unforgettable experience. 
Suzy Simonsen, a high school senior 
from Cottage Grove Congregation, 
will be coming on her fourth and final 
Caravan. “What brings me back each 
year is the new experiences I get to have, 
how much fun it is, and the impact I can 
do in the world.” 
 I asked Tanis Rees, a high school 
junior from Salem Congregation who 
is on her third Caravan, why she keeps 
coming back. “I come back to Caravan 
every year because you get to see all of 
your camp friends once a month leading 
up to summer, and Caravan gives me 
a chance to stay connected with those 
people throughout the year.” 
 Jeff Weaver, Tuality 
Congregation, has been on staff for 

eight years and will be 
our pastor for the first 
time this year. “I want to 
help make sure that each 
young person enjoys 
their Caravan experi-
ence. I hope they come 
away from Caravan with 
lifelong friends. I hope 
they are eager to learn 
more about God and 

Jesus. I hope each young person under-
stands how much the staff cares, and is 
there, for them.” 
 Our Caravan directors, Troy and 
Jody Barnhart, feel that developing 
disciples to serve in the communities to 
which we travel is a primary focus of 
Caravan. “It’s exciting to see how many 
leaders of the church come out of the 
Caravan experience.” 
 If you are interested in more infor-
mation, please contact Jody or Troy 
Barnhart (caravan@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 
541-914-2114). Financial assistance may 
be available; we never want money to be 
the reason you miss out on the experi-
ence of a lifetime. Attendance at the first 
huddle is mandatory. We hope to see you 
there!
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CARAVAN 2019: 
MAKING IT POSSIBLE!
by Travis Rees, Caravan Leadership Team

2-8
9

anniversary
Jack and Janice Gorrecht, Puyallup 

Congregation, celebrated their 65th anni-
versary on June 1, 2018. 

blessings
Quinton Brooks—Salem

Evelyn Christensen—University Place
William Harris—Southridge

Henry Holt—Auburn
Ian Kraaz—Eugene

Jayden Mines—Tuality
Ryla York—Cowlitz 

Valley

priesthood 
emeritus

Dave Swenson—
Auburn

caravan leadership team



elementary youth camps 
camp zarahemla @ lewis river
Boys & girls grades 3-6: July 23-27

kids camp @ remote
Boys & girls grades 3-5: July 28-31

camp mungai @ samish
Boys & girls grades 3-6: August 11-15

junior high youth camps
jr. high boys camp @ hosmer lake

Boys grades 7-9: July 7-12
jr. high camp @ remote

Boys & girls grades 6-8: July 14-20
jr. high camp @ samish

Boys & girls grades 7-9: July 21-27
jr. high girls camp @ lewis river

Girls grades 7-9: July 22-27

senior high youth camps
caravan trip

Youth grades 10-’18 grads: June 22-30
sr. high camp @ remote

Youth grades 9-’18 grads: July 7-13
iyf/spectacular

Youth grades 10-’18 grads: July 17-27
camp kimtah @ samish

Youth grades 10-’18 grads: Aug. 4-10

reunions
adult reunion @ samish

June 8-13
family reuion @ lewis river

June 23-28
family reunion @ samish

July 7-13
singles reunion @ samish

July 13-17
family reunion @ remote

August 3-9

youth camps & 
reunion 2019
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winter now, summer tomorrow: 
youth camping in 2019
by Sean Langdon, GPNW Camping Ministries Director

The singing of campfires songs, the 
clanging of pots and pans being 
cleaned by kids in the kitchen, and 
the sharing of testimonies from 

youth whose lives were transformed dur-
ing the summer of 2018 are all now but a 
memory etched within the hearts of those 
who staffed and attended these camps. Our 
youth camping program is one of our most 
precious and beloved ministries. It is a time-
less tradition within our faith community, 
but one that needs to continue to evolve with 
the times as well. 
 In the new year, your Youth Camping 
Team will look at ways that we can continue 
to bring this important ministry into the 
modern age. Doing so has already brought 
some recent changes 
as we have looked 
at the needs of 
our youth and the 
struggles they face 
growing up. Current 
understandings led 
us to blend together 
the junior high boys 
camp (Chimacum) 
and junior high girls 
camp (Kluane) at 
Samish Island. Just recently, the same deci-
sion was made to blend our junior high boys 
and junior high girls camps at Lewis River 
Campground beginning in 2020. As we 
continue to examine the needs of our youth 
and the realities of our program, it is my 
expectation that this ministry will continue 
to evolve as we “Let the Spirit breathe” us 
into a thriving future as we journey forward 
(Doctrine and Covenants 162:2e). 
 One of the things that is increasingly 
clear is that we need people to respond to 
the call to staff and direct camps. We all 
want this important ministry to continue, but 
for that to happen we also need compassion-
ate, loving disciples such as you to respond 
to the invitation to serve in staff roles.  
 Furthermore, over the past 10 years 
the number of campers for youth camps at 
Lewis River, Remote, and Samish Island 
campgrounds have dropped by 37 percent. 
We know that there are many young lives 
who could be transformed through this 
ministry. I am reminded of our call to Invite 
People to Christ and believe that our camp-

ing program can be a powerful vehicle for 
that to happen. 
 So, the temperatures may now be cold 
and the weather wet, but summer is coming! 
Let us prepare! How will you support our 
youth camping program in 2019? Who will 
you invite to camp? 
 If you are ready to respond to the nudge 
to serve on staff at a youth camp or have 
ideas for enhancing our youth camping pro-
gram, please contact me or a representative 
on the Youth Camping Team. 

spectacular 2019: july 17-27
 Spectacular, “SPEC,” is an arts, sports, 
worship, and leadership camp for senior 
high youth currently in grades 9-12 through-

out the United States and 
Canada. The Northwest 
Delegation gathers in 
Independence, Missouri, 
for a three-day retreat 
before heading to Graceland 
University in Lamoni, Iowa 
for a week at SPEC. 
 The estimated fee for 
2019 is around $800 per 
camper. (This fee includes 
airfare, transportation, del-

egation shirts, most food, lodging, etc). The 
fee will be set and announced in February 
2019.
 For more information, contact 
Northwest Delegation leadership team 
members Kelly Mongrain (253-569-1510) 
and Sean Langdon (425-293-6366) at 
northwestspec@cofchrist-gpnw.org. 

spec nw delegation terry read fund
 The SPEC Northwest Delegation 
leadership team invites supporters of 
Spectacular to donate to the NW SPEC 
Terry Read Financial Assistance Fund. This 
fund helps provide financial support for 
campers and staff who cannot financially 
afford the entire fee to attend SPEC. 
 To donate, please mail a check pay-
able to “Community of Christ” to: Sean 
Langdon, Attn: NW SPEC, 844 Mill Street 
#17, Springfield, OR 97477. If you have 
questions, please contact Sean Langdon 
(northwestspec@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-
293-6366).
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invite people to christ
Crystal Burnette—Redmond
Sheila Burnette—Redmond
Ian Campbell—Samish
Gabriel Clemons—Cowlitz Valley
Dustin Dandliker—Tuality
Ayrika Engebretson—University Place
Jazmyn Gibson—University Place
Tyler Keesee—Garden Grove
Alyssa Kennedy—Rogue Valley
Jazzy Knowles—Redmond
Butch Lytle—Cowlitz Valley

Finn McClaskey—Rainier Valley
Bonnie McMullan—Eugene
Tim Morgan—Cottage Grove
Dustin Niezgoda—Portland
Cashten Nolte—University Place
Royleane Otteson—Crystal Springs
Austin Pacheco—Redmond

Tanis Rees—Salem
Rohnen Schlenker—Cowlitz Valley
Zackari Stevens—Auburn
Myrna Sudberry—Bend
Allen Warner—Cowlitz Valley
Charlie West—Cowlitz Valley

Below are recently reported baptisms and confirmations in the GPNW Mission Center:

top row, left to right: 
zack stevens, ian campbell, 

allen warner, myrna sudberry

 bottom row, left to right: 
bonnie mcmullan, charlie 

west, gabriel clemons, and 
rohnen schlenker
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The Chinook is published quarterly. 
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